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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND WILDLIFE — PRESCRIBED BURNING PROGRAM 
Statement by Minister for Environment 

MR A.P. JACOB (Ocean Reef — Minister for Environment) [9.06 am]: I am pleased to inform the house that 
the Department of Parks and Wildlife’s autumn prescribed burning program is now well underway. I would also 
like to inform the house of the implementation of new performance and reporting measures for prescribed 
burning in the south west of our state. Three new performance and reporting measures have been developed for 
Parks and Wildlife’s prescribed burning program that better reflect the outcomes and residual risks. These new 
measures are in addition to the ongoing reporting against the annual target of 200 000 hectares for the south west 
of the state. 
The first measure is the area of prescribed burning completed in three zones at defined distances from the 
interface between populated areas and natural lands. Local government town planning scheme data has been 
used to define populated areas adjacent to Parks and Wildlife–managed lands. Zone A extends away from the 
urban interface to a distance of 3.5 kilometres, zone B extends a further 7.5 kilometres and zone C comprises the 
remainder of the department-managed landscape. The annual prescribed burning targets for the three zones are 
20 000 hectares, 40 000 hectares and 140 000 hectares respectively. 
The second measure is the proportion of the landscape on which it is less than six years since it was last burnt. 
This is based on research showing that prescribed burning is effective in significantly reducing the frequency and 
size of bushfires in the forests of the south west when at least 45 per cent of the landscape is maintained at less 
than six years since last burnt. As at 30 June 2015, this figure was at 35 per cent. 
The third measure is the ratio of area affected by bushfire to area of prescribed burning completed annually, 
which is one of a suite of national reporting measures on the state of Australian forests. This additional reporting 
approach will better portray prescribed burning outcomes and provide a more meaningful set of indicators 
relating to Parks and Wildlife’s prescribed burning program and bushfire risk mitigation. 
I am pleased to inform the house that the department has completed 34 prescribed burns in Parks and Wildlife’s 
three south west forest regions, with another 92 burns partially completed. This is an overall total of 
158 257 hectares since the start of this financial year and a significant result in preparation for the coming 
bushfire season. This is a result of the dedication of Parks and Wildlife staff, their willingness to be flexible and 
innovative in their approach to the burn program, and new funding from royalties for regions. The department 
will continue to work hard to utilise all available opportunities to safely undertake prescribed burns. 
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